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IT is with deep regret that we have to record the loss sus-
tained by the Society of one of its most distinguished
members in the death of Sir John Pickersgill Rodger,
Governor of the Gold Coast, which took place in London on
the 19th September last. Sir John was ill when starting for
England on board the Falaba, and it at one time seemed
probable that he would not reach England alive. The
ship, however, made a strong effort to reach shore in time
to obtain further aid for the deceased, but when he was
landed at Plymouth it was seen that there was very little
chance of recovery, and Sir John died in London four days
later.

Before starting his official career, the late Governor of the
Gold Coast was educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford,
and was called to the Bar in 1877. His first appointment was
as Chief Magistrate at Selangor in 1882, and he was subse-
quently British Resident in the same place. Later he went
as Resident to Pahang, and then to Perak, and in 1903 he
was appointed Governor of the Gold Coast.

His tenure of office as Governor of the West African
Colony has been marked by considerable progress, and the
advances made, more particularly in sanitation and trans-
port, were mainly due to the initiative and energetic action
of Sir John himself. The march of events in the Gold Coast
during recent years was well set forth in the excellent lecture
which the late Governor gave to this Society in July of last
year, and his knowledge and sympathy with native aspira-
tions were well indicated in this lecture, as, indeed, in all
his public work during his Governorship. The attitude of
mind maintained throughout his career was shown in the
course of the lecture referred to, when Sir John repeated some
words he used in the year 1904, when he first went to the
Gold Coast:—

"The civilisation of West Africa should, in my opinion,
proceed on lines suited to the environment, which are not
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necessarily identical with those considered most suitable in
Europe. Natives should retain and improve on all that is
good in the traditions and customs they have inherited from
their ancestors as well as adopt what is good—and only what
is good—of that which they learn from contact with Euro-
peans. Improvement, not mere imitation, whether in morals,
in manners and customs, or in dress and artistic industries,
is the true keynote for racial civilisation throughout the
world."

That Sir John Rodger possessed the confidence and devo-
tion of representative natives, there is no doubt whatever, and
it is interesting at this moment to observe the disappoint-
ment that was caused by his departure upon his last voyage
homeward without the Omanhene, Chiefs, and other local
notabilities, being afforded an opportunity of giving him a
public farewell. The feeling referred to found expression in
the "Gold Coast Leader," of September 3rd last, and this
issue also called attention to Sir John's work in carrying
through the "Monumental Bill"—The Native Jurisdiction
Ordinance of 1910.

One cannot, perhaps, end these few words upon Sir John
Rodger's career better than by quoting the words of the
article to which we have just referred:—"His incomparable
work on behalf of our Kings and Chiefs shall live imperish-
ably in our minds."


